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IN THE CJRCUIT COURT OF DEKALB COUNTY | | ” L E '. :
438 YUDICIAL CIRCULT
STATE OF MISSOURK
JUN 2 3 2009
MAYCEE GARDNER, a Minor, . JULIE WHITSELL
By Her Mother and Next Friend, il Curk & £X.0RKlo Rifoer
CYNDEE GARDNER, . DE KALB CBUNTY, MO
Plaintiff,
Cauge No.: 09CN-CV00333
V.
PRIME TANNING CORP-., et al.,
Defenndants.

PLAINTIFES' SUGGESTIONS IN RESPONSE TO NATIONAL BEEF LEATHER’S
APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE

COMES NOW Plaintiff Cyndee Gardner, as Next Friend for Maycec Gardner, by and

through ﬁer attomeys of record, snd for response t.q Defendant National Beef Leather™s
Application. for Change of Venue states as follows:

Plaintiff acknowledges that Defendent National Beef Leather (NBL) is entitled to an
application for change of venue a3 a tnatter of right pursuant to Ruje 51.03 of the Missouri Rules

of Civil Procedure- Livingston Connty is in no way 4 convenient location which would warant

sending this case, or any other related case, to that venue, Tt is very likely that there will be more
than ote hundred (100} similar claims filed against Defendant NBL and its so-defendants.
Jackson County is the most convenient and best cquipped venue fo handle such voluma, and

- plaintiffs bereby incorporate their suggestions in response to Prime’s Application for Change of

* Venue in support of moving this case to Jackson County.
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In the event that the Court docs not find Jackson County to be suitable vepue for this case
due to the reasons stated in Defendant’s Application for Chenge of Verme, then Plamiiff would
sugsest that the next best venue capable of handling such a large volume of casss would be in the
92 Tudicial Circuit- St. Louis City. Like Jackson County, the 22* Tudicial Cirouit is located in
a large metropolitan area with a vast jury pool, an international airport for easy access for 2ll
partics, attorneys, and medical and other experts, and the capabilities to handle large volume of
cases which will certainly be fled in s matter.

Livingsion Countly, on the other hand, bas absolutely no copmection to thiz case _
whaisoever. Defepdants Prime Tauning Corp. and NBL are headquartered in Buchanan County,
Missoni. NBL's parent company National Beef is headquartered in Clay County, Missourd.
None of the plaintiffs in any related lawsit live in Livingstort County. There is simply nothing
conveuient about Livingston County that wonld warrant sending this case fo that venue. Jackson
County is best equipped to handle a mass tort such as this case, and the 22™ Judicial Circuit~ St.
Louis City, is the next best clipies for verue. Therefore, Plaintiff respecifully requests that the

case be transferred to Jackson County, or in the alternative, to the 22™ Jadicial Cirenit- 8t, Louis

City,
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that the case be transferred to Jackson

County, or in the alternative, to the 22™ Judicial Cirenit- St. Louis City for further proceedings.

DAVIS BETHUNE & JONESR, LLC
“~ Grant J.. Davis #34799
Scott 8. Bethune #35685
Thomas C. Jones #38400
Timothy L. Brale #23802
| Wes Shugate #60936

1100 Main Street, Suite 2930
Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 421-1600

(816) 472-5972 Fax ;

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

97 . o
T certify that on this _\ 32 day of June, 2000, copies of the foregoing were transmitted via
facsimile and first class U1.S. mail, with proper postage affixed, to:

Williamn Crawford Blanton, Jr.

Stephen J. Totline

ITUSH BLACKWELL SANDERS LLP

4807 Main Street, Suite 1000

Kausas City, MO 64112

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
NATTONAL BREF LEATHERS CO., LLC

R. Dan Boulwate

Todd H. Bartels

Seth C. Wright

Polsinelli Shughart PC

3101 Fredrick Avenue
- St. Joseph, MO 64506

Pemmis J. Dobbels
Polsincliy Shughart PC
Twelve Wyandotte Plaza
120 W, 12" Street
Kansas City, MO 64105

Melissa A, Hewey

DRUMMOND WGOODSUM

34 Margigal Way, Suite 600
Portland, ME 04101

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
PRIME TANNING CORF.

Scolt R Ast

Todd A. Scharnhorst

BCHARNHORST AST & KENNARD, P.C.
1006 Walnut St. 1550

Kansas City, MQ 64106

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT

RICK. REAM,
U -,
- ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF




