NOTICE CONCERNING FAMILIES IN TRANSITION PROGRAM

TO ALL ATTORNEYS AND PARTIES:



1.
Attached find Local Court Rule 68.7.  Compliance with this Rule is mandatory unless waived by the court for good cause shown.  This Rule applies to all persons involved as parties to any proceeding for dissolution of marriage, post-dissolution modification or paternity who are seeking custody or visitation of at least one child under the age of eighteen.



2.
Call the Family Guidance Center to schedule your session.  YOU MUST HAVE AN APPOINTMENT.  Parties in the same case will not be scheduled to attend together unless both request to do so.  Other family members may attend with a party at regular cost.  Call (816) 364-1501.



3.
There is a charge of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) per person for the session.  Payment must be received at the following address not later than the day prior to your attendance at the session:  Families in Transition Program, Family Guidance Center, 510 Francis Street, Suite 200, St. Joseph, Missouri 64501.  You may mail your payment to the above address or deliver it in person.  Requests for waiver or deferment of payment due to indigency must initially be made in person to the Family Guidance Center at the address above not later than one week before the date of the first session.



4.
A person who has not previously attended the Families in Transition Program or the Children of Divorce Program will be required to attend Workshop II, provided, however, that once a person has completed Workshop II, no further compliance with this Rule shall be required except upon order of the Court.  



5.
All sessions will be conducted at 510 Francis Street, St. Joseph, Missouri.  You must appear on time and remain for the entirety of the session to be given credit.



6.
The Family Guidance Center will file a copy of your certificate of completion with the Circuit Clerk on your behalf after your completion of the session.  NO CASE MAY PROCEED TO HEARING ON THE MERITS UNTIL THE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION IS ON FILE UNLESS WAIVED BY THE COURT FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN.
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